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or most people, minimalism 
conjures images of near-emp-
ty rooms void of color. That’s 

a tough lifestyle to pull off. 
Especially if you’re color happy. 

 But designer Komal Sheth was able to art-
fully create a clutter-free space that still bursts 
with eye-catching décor for Westlake resident 
Sabrina Istre and her daughter, Bella.

Standing three stories tall, the house’s 
straight-lined industrial structure—built 
mostly of steel—cuts a striking presence in its 
wooded surroundings, whose leafy ambiance 
is reflected outward by the back glass exterior.

“It’s a great space to entertain because you 
can open the shades and you kind of feel like 
you are not in a neighborhood,” Istre says. “It 
feels like you are outside.”

A dentist who describes herself as a Type A, 
organized hard worker, Istre wanted to turn 
the house, which originally had stark white 
walls and dark wood floors, into a welcoming 
and efficient living space. She collaborated 
with Sheth and her Spaces Designed Interior 
Design Studio to contrast the hard outline 
of the white walls in the living room with a 

beige curvilinear wallpaper design. A copper 
handmade wool and silk rug was placed in 
the middle of the floor to distinguish the 
dark-chocolate couch from the wood floors 
and complement the outside views. For a pop 
of color, two turquoise wing-cut chairs and a 
red bench were added to surround a marble 
cut coffee table with stainless steel legs. 

To brighten things further, colorful art-
work was added, including two eye-opening 
abstract paintings by Shawn Camp.

In Bella’s room, the need to soften the dark 
concrete-walled room was resolved by adding 
a dry wall backdrop from ModularArts made 
to look like a fabric-lined wall and accenting 
its appearance with recessed lights that shine 
on it from a custom designed Soffit.  

“My favorite room in the house is my daugh-
ter’s bedroom, I think Komal just blew it out 
of the water,” says the homeowner. 

 Innovative design adorns the master bed-
room, where a retractable TV cabinet serves as 
the bed’s footboard, highlighting the home-
owner’s search for tidiness in her home.  

“Everything has a compartment,” she says. 
“And that’s what I like.”  

seeking a clutter-free home, 
one Westlake resident goes  
on a color-spree By mariana Diaz
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Color, art and tidiness 
abound in every room by 

designer Komal Sheth. 
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